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Welcome to the first issue of GODZILLA, 


You wouldn't think @ skyscraper-size hybrid dinosaur with 
radiation-blast_broath would have trouble getting anywhere 
but it’s wker almost five years for the grost green one to 
Finally gat Into a Marvel Com’ 

Back in the early af this fastdisappenring decade, 
Marvel's then editor-in- vat, Rasoatly Roy Thomas (who, os 
writer/editor, is still masterminding some of our mos popular 
titles such ss CONAN THE BARBARIAN, THE INVADERS 
and TARZAN), first began trying to acquire the rights to do 
the edventutes of the most popular movie monster since King 
Kong. Logit diffloulties prevented this trom coming about 
at the time, but Bulipennens ere 9 stubborn lot, end with the 
constant urging of our publisher and leading light, Stan (The 
Man) Lov, Marvel kept trying. | was the guy who. finally 
got lucky, Toho Company Ltd, was ready todo a GODZILLA 
comic at the time | approached ther about the possibility. 

Once we hed the rights, the big question wes how to handle 
the chorectur, Whet works in s series of movies appearing 

More wpart Can also become MONotONOUS IN # comic 
book coming at you every month, So, for the sake of variety 
and opted for new adventures rather then 
mdaptations of the films And for the sume reason, we also 
chose 10 connect the big G with the Marvel universe, This 
Lukes @ bit of stretching, but Morvel’s world, while ax fragile as 
any imaginative creation, is also amazingly flexible, As the 
sores progromes, we think you'll see the advantages in thi 
Not that we intend 10 have Godzilla slugging it out with « 
different superhero or every issue ... tor from itl 
This connection with Marvel's vast cast of characters (with the 
exception of SHIELD agente Dugan and Woo, who will be 
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Toguiars) is going to be used sparingly, but at logical times—or 
moments when we think we cen really sunrise you--some of 
the swashbuckling stars of our other books sre going to be 
popping up. In between those times, you can look forwerd to 
some of the monster-egeinst- monster tree-forvalis that highlight 
the Godzilla films, as well as some totally off-beat ideas end 
themes guarantoed to keep you guewing 

Another problem in bringing the lively lizard to the comics 
wits how to present him visually. Movie buffs will rcognize 
thet Godzilla’, appesrance varied somewhat, from flim to 
flim as he worked his way through twenty yeers of starring 
roles, Since our approach is somewhat less tongue-in-cheek 
than the current films, we decided to use # variation on the 
Godzilla portrayed in the very first movie, The tibortios wo've 
taken are, again, en effort to adjust what works In # motion 
picture into an equally successful comics character. Different 
mediums require different approaches. While some Gédzitle 
purists may object, we think most of you will come to know 
and love this version of the devastating dinosaur. 

Naturally, the final opinion in such weighty tatters rosie 
with you, ond we're anxiously waiting to heer your verdict. In 


the future, we'll be using this space for # letters column, So 
don’t wait, whether you've got’ gripes or geod tidings, let us 
know. Writer Doug Moench ond’ artist Horb Trimpo have 


labored long end hard getting this issue to you. I’m 
yith what they've done, but we won't be really heppy 
we hear from you: 

Thanks, 


